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CAMDEN SOUND MARINE PARK 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.08 pm]: On 19 April 2012, the Premier 
and I announced the government’s decision to create Camden Sound marine park. It will cover nearly 7 000 
square kilometres around Camden Sound, which is approximately 300 kilometres north east of Broome. The 
creation of this park, which is to occur by the end of June, is part of the Liberal–National government’s 
commitment to conserving our marine environment for present and future generations. It will be managed jointly 
with traditional owners and provide opportunities for the employment of local Aboriginal people. 

Camden Sound is one of four marine parks the government is creating in the Kimberley under our Kimberley 
science and conservation strategy. Other new marine parks will be created at Eighty Mile Beach, Roebuck Bay 
and in the north Kimberley. 

To put the size of this new park into context, the Perth metropolitan area covers around 5 300 square 
kilometres—only about 80 per cent of the area of Camden Sound marine park. The government has committed 
$10 million over four years to protect and manage this marine park, with ongoing funding of $2.3 million each 
year from 2015 to 2016. This funding is part of the $63 million commitment to the Kimberley science and 
conservation strategy. 

Camden Sound has outstanding ecological, scenic, social and cultural values that provide visitors with unique 
experiences. The new park will protect a wide range of marine biodiversity values, including coral reefs, sponge 
gardens, seagrass and macroalgal communities, and the extensive mangrove forests of the St George Basin and 
lower Prince Regent River. It will also enhance conservation efforts for dugong, flatback and green turtles, 
sawfish, Australian snubfin and Indo–Pacific humpback dolphins and humpback whales. Camden Sound is 
internationally recognised as the largest calving area for the humpback whale in the southern hemisphere, with 
more than 1 000 humpbacks found there from June to November. Approximately 25 per cent of the park will be 
designated as a special-purpose zone for whale conservation, and a range of management measures will be 
applied to help protect the calving humpback whales, including a requirement for vessels to remain at least 
500 metres from mothers and calves. The park will also contain two sanctuary zones, totalling about 20 per cent 
of the park, to protect the spectacular Montgomery Reef system and marine habitats around the Champagny 
Islands. Montgomery Reef will be in the largest sanctuary zone in WA’s marine park system, at 761 square 
kilometres. A special-purpose zone for wilderness conservation of about 2 500 square kilometres will be created 
where recreational fishers can catch and consume their fish but not take them away. Further, a special-purpose 
zone that recognises longstanding pearling operations while also providing for biodiversity conservation 
outcomes will be established, covering more than 5 500 square kilometres in waters in the vicinity of Augustus 
Island. 

I am delighted that the first of the marine parks under the government’s $63 million Kimberley science and 
conservation strategy is soon to be created by the government.  
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